Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 RANGOO 00954 110858Z 

41 

ACTION EB-07 

INFO OCT-01 EA-06 ISO-OO ERDA-05 AID-05 CEA-01 CIAE-00 

CIEP-01 COME-OO DODE-OO FEAE-00 FPC-01 H-02 INR-07 

INT-05 L-02 NSAE-00 NSC-05 OMB-01 PM-03 SAM-01 OES-03 

SP-02 SS-15 STR-04 TRSE-00 FRB-03 EUR-12 /092 W 

090697 

R 1 10840Z APR 75 
FM AMEMBASSY RANGOON 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 9442 
INFO AMEMBASSY TOKYO 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE RANGOON 0954 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ENERG BM 

SUB J : PETROLEUM: FIRST JAPANESE WELL DRY 

ACCORDING TO GOVERNMENT OIL COMPANY SOURCES (MOC), THE FIRST WETP 
DRILLED BY THE JAPANESE CONSORTIUM OFF THE ARAKAN COAST HAS PROVEN 
DRY. USING THE READING & BATES DRILLING SHIP "THORNTON". THE 
WELL REACHED A DEPTH OF ALMOST 13,000 FEET. SOME GAS WAS ENCOUN- 
TERED AT APPROXIMATELY 1,000 FEET BUT NOT IN COMMERCIAL QUANTITY. 
THE WELL IS NOW BEING CLOSED DOWN AND THE THORNTON WILL DEPART FOR 
OVERHAUL AND INSPECTION IN SINGAPORE IN A FEW DAYS. THE JAPANESE 
HAVE OBTAINED A JACK-UP REPLACEMENT RIG FROM A JAPAN FIRM, 

WHICH IS DUE TO ARRIVE IN JULY. THE TWO AMERICAN COMPANIES AND 
THE EUROPEAN CONSORTIUM CONTINUE DRILLING THEIR FIRST WELLS OFF 
THE ARAKAN COAST AND IN THE ANDAMAN SEA BUT NO POSITIVE RESULTS 
HAVE BEEN REPORTED TO DATE. 
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